Hockey Club talks
with residents

The Secretary of

on Willsmere Park

Kew Hockey Club,

Dr. C. S. Beed, said today that two
meetings had been held with represen-
tatives of Willsmere Action Group last
week regarding the proposed develop-

ment of Willsmere

Park.

He said that both sides helping to maintain the

agreed that the area re-
quired regrading and re-
-lsowing and that while
hockey grounds would be
provided in the area, there
was no intention for Kew
Hockey Club to have ex-
clusive use or control of
the park. The upgraded
area will be suitable for
hockey, cricket, athletics
“|and other. structured field
1games as well as kite and
glider flying and other in-
formal recreation activi-
ties. )

There was definitely no
intention, he said, of harm-
ing the unique environ-
mental quality of the area.
Kew Hockey Club believes
the billabong and Yarra
River frontages should be
preserved in their natural
state. The club favors the
maintenance of public ac-
cess to all Yarra River
frontage. Both sides had
agreed that - no trees
should be removed in work
on the park and that no
permanent fences should
be built.

The club has suggested
“ia unique form of control
over the upgraded park
whereby a management
committee of representa-
tives of local residents,
council and hockey club
~|should control use of the
area. This aimed to in-
volve local residents in

cil would control.

area. In addition, the club
had suggested to council a
scheme whereby ratepay-
ers would save $175,000
over 15 years. The club
would undertake to main-

tain-the area to prescribed|

standards which the coun-
Thus
ratepayers would be re-
lieved of the cost of main-
tenance which council has
estimated to cost $175,000
over 15 years.

Kew Hockey Club is a
community minded organi-
sation which seeks to pro-
vide organised recreation
for children and adults.
Every Saturday in the win-
ter season it fields five

junior, five women’s and

six men’s teams. It seeks
to provide opportunities
for residents fo communi-
cate in a sporting environ-
ment and it emphasises
family participation, be-
lieving that a greater
sense of community is
generated -by its activi-
ties.

Friendly discussions are
proceeding  with

residents and Dr. Beed

said he felt sure a har-.

monious agreement would
be worked out. If any resi-
dent- would like informa-
tion about the scheme,
ring Mr. lan Walker on
821040 - or
826218.
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